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Burj Al Arab
Height: To Tip
321 m / 1,053 ft
Height:
Architectural
321 m / 1,053 ft

Height: Helipad
210 m / 689 ft
Height: Occupied
197.5 m / 648 ft

Floors Above Ground
56
Floors Below Ground
3
# of Elevators
18
Top Elevator Speed
7 m/s
Tower GFA
120,000 m² / 1,291,669 ft²
Development GFA
200,000 m² / 2,152,782 ft²
# of Hotel Rooms
202

Click an image to view larger version.

Facts

Companies Involved

Official Name

Burj Al Arab

Owner/Developer

Other Names

Burj Al Arab Hotel, Chicago Beach Hotel & Resort

Architect

Structure Type

Building

Status

Completed

Country

United Arab Emirates

City

Dubai

Street Address & Map

Jumeirah Beach Road, P.O. Box 74147

Building Function

hotel

Main Contractor

Structural Material

composite

Other Consultant

Landmark Status

national

• Damping

GERB Vibration Control Systems, Inc

Proposed

1993

• Landscape

Admares

Construction Start

1994

• Wind

BMT Fluid Mechanics Ltd.

Completion

1999

Official Website

Burj Al Arab

Rankings

Click arrows to view the next taller/shorter buildings

• Design

Jumeirah Group International
Atkins

Structural Engineer
• Design

Atkins; e.Construct

MEP Engineer
• Design

Atkins
Al Habtoor Murray and Roberts; Arabtec

Material Supplier
• Cladding

HALFEN

• Construction Hoists

Alimak Hek

• Elevator

Mitsubishi Elevator and Escalator; Otis Elevator
Company

Global Ranking

#105 Tallest in the World

Regional Ranking

#23 Tallest in Middle East

• Paint/Coating

Jotun; AkzoNobel

National Ranking

#21 Tallest in United Arab Emirates

• Sealants

Dow Corning Corporation

City Ranking

#18 Tallest in Dubai

• Steel

Eversendai Engineering Qatar

About Burj Al Arab
When construction began on the private island upon which Burj Al Arab would be built, Dubai was a very different place. In the late 1990’s,
the rapid pace of construction which developed one of the world’s most impressive skylines was just in its very early stages, and as such, the
Burj Al Arab is regarded as one of the first key landmarks of modern Dubai. When opened in 1999, Burj Al Arab was advertised as the world’s
first and only 7 star hotel, offering a luxury experience that was truly unique.
Inspired by the shape of a sail boat about to head into the Persian Gulf, the triangular shaped building’s design began with intent to create a
recognizable landmark for the emerging city. Upon completion, Burj Al Arab was the world’s tallest hotel and included the world’s tallest
atrium which rises 182 meters through the interior of the building. The atrium is aligned to the building’s southern exposure and is separated
from the outside by a glass fiber screen attached to the building through a network of steel cables. The screen reduces solar heat gain through
the elimination of windows while still allowing for diffused light to enter the atrium space. The screen is designed to flex with the wind loads of
the building’s coastal location and is coated with Teflon, a non-stick coating often used in kitchenware which prevents dust and dirt from
adhering to the screen in the desert environment where wind-blown sand is common.
The guest rooms are aligned in a wedge formation flanking the atrium and facing out into the gulf, while 9 restaurants and lounges are spread

throughout the structure, including on the uppermost floor. The main roofline includes a helipad which can guests may use to travel to and
from the building. The occupiable space of Burj Al Arab is set within an external structural system built within a composite frame and includes
six large diagonal steel trusses, each one as long as a football field. Because of the location positioned into the gulf, the foundation is only
made up of friction piles extending 45 meters into the sand below the island, in contrast to bedrock which often anchors supertall buildings.
In early 2016, the private island was expanded 10,000 square meters in size through the use of a steel deck attached to piles driven into the
seabed. The northward extension was built in modular form using six individual pieces constructed in Finland and sent by ship 8,000 nautical
miles to the Burj Al Arab.
As Dubai has continued to build up around the Burj Al Arab, it has lost its title of world’s tallest hotel multiple times to nearby towers. As the
skyline continues to expand Burj Al Arab will remain a key landmark that will not only be intrinsically part of Dubai’s world image, but it will
also serve a reminder of the transition era when Dubai emerged into the city it is today.

CTBUH Initiatives

Research Papers

CTBUH Study Examines Tallest Buildings with Dampers
22 Aug 2018 – CTBUH Research

Tall Buildings in Numbers: 50 Years of Tall Building Evolution
Oct 2019 – CTBUH Journal 2019 Issue IV

Technical Tours, CTBUH 8th World Congress
4 Mar 2008 – Tour Report

Paints in Extreme Exposures: Long-Term Durability and Cost
Savings Throughout Building Life Cycle
17 Oct 2016 – Cities to Megacities: Shaping Dense Vertical Urbanism

Social Networking Events, CTBUH 8th World Congress
2-5 Mar 2008 – Event Report

Highest Helipads
Jun 2014 – CTBUH Journal, 2014 Issue II
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